Bible Readings & Prayers - Sunday 21st February, 2021

The Collect for the First Sunday of Lent

Heavenly Father,

your Son battled with the powers of darkness,

and grew closer to you in the desert:

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Isaiah 30:18-21

The LORD waits to be gracious to you;

therefore he will rise up to show mercy to you.
For the LORD is a God of justice;

blessed are all those who wait for him.

Truly, O people in Zion, inhabitants of Jerusalem, you shall weep no more. He will surely be
gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you. * Though the
Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not
hide himself any more, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. 2 And when you turn to the right
or when you turn to the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way;
walk in it.’

John 14:1-7

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a
place for you? ®And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to the place where
| am going.’®* Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?’ ® Jesus said to him, ‘| am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him.’



