Bible Readings & Prayers — 24th April, 2022
The Collect for 2nd Sunday of Easter

Risen Christ,

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred;
open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.

Amen.

Acts 2:42-3:10

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer — at three in
the afternoon. Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple
gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the
temple courts. When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.
Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, ‘Look at us!” So the man
gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.

Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold | do not have, but what | do have | give you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” Taking him by the right hand, he helped him
up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. He jumped to his feet and
began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping,
and praising God. When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they
recognised him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called
Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to
him.

John 20:19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.’
And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’



Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’

But he said to them, ‘Unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them.
Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’

Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’

Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have believed.’

Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.



