Maundy Thursday Service - Bible Readings

Reading 1 - Mark 14:12-17

12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was
customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him,
‘Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the
Passover?’

13So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, ‘Go into the city, and a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the
house he enters, “The Teacher asks: where is my guest room, where | may
eat the Passover with my disciples?” 15 He will show you a large room
upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.’

16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told
them. So they prepared the Passover.

17”When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve.

Reading 2 - John 13:1-17

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end.

2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God
and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer
clothing, and wrapped a towel round his waist. 5 After that, he poured water
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel
that was wrapped round him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?’

7 Jesus replied, ‘You do not realise now what | am doing, but later you will
understand.’

8‘No,’ said Peter, ‘you shall never wash my feet.’
Jesus answered, ‘Unless | wash you, you have no part with me.’

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, ‘not just my feet but my hands and my
head as welll’



10 Jesus answered, ‘Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet;
their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of

you.” " For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said
not every one was clean.

12\When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. ‘Do you understand what | have done for you?’ he
asked them. 13 “You call me “Teacher” and “Lord”, and rightly so, for that is
what | am. * Now that |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another’s feet. 151 have set you an example that you
should do as | have done for you. 16 Very truly | tell you, no servant is greater
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent

him. 7 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Reading 3 - Exodus 12:1-3,6-8,11-14,26-7

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you
the first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of
Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his
family, one for each household... 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day
of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must
slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put
it on the sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses where they eat the
lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along
with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast... 1 This is how you are to
eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and
your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.

120On that same night | will pass through Egypt and strike down every
firstborn of both people and animals, and | will bring judgment on all the
gods of Egypt. | am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the
houses where you are, and when | see the blood, | will pass over you. No
destructive plague will touch you when | strike Egypt.

14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you
shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD — a lasting ordinance...

26 And when your children ask you, “What does this ceremony mean to
you?” 27 then tell them, “It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed
over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he
struck down the Egyptians.” Then the people bowed down and worshipped.



Reading 4 - Matthew 26:26-29

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’

27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of thel?! covenant, which
is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 291 tell you, | will not drink
from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when | drink it new with
you in my Father’s kingdom.’

Reading 5 - Matthew 26:36-46

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he
said to them, ‘Sit here while | go over there and pray.’ 37 He took Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and
troubled. 38 Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the
point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.’

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, ‘My
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will, but
as you will.’

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Couldn’t you
men keep watch with me for one hour?’ he asked Peter. 4! ‘Watch and pray
so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is
weak.’

42 He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for
this cup to be taken away unless | drink it, may your will be done.’

43\When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes
were heavy. 44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the
third time, saying the same thing.

45Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping
and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into
the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!’


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+26%253a26-29&version=nivuk#fen-NIVUK-24083a

