Bible Readings & Prayers — 15th May, 2022

The Collect for 5th Sunday of Easter

Risen Christ,

your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:

give us compassion and courage

to risk ourselves for those we serve,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Acts 7:53-8:3

When the religious leaders heard Stephen’s words, they became enraged and ground
their teeth at him. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’” he said, ‘I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats
at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,
‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice,
‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. And Saul
approved of their killing him.

That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except
the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. Devout
men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the
church by entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he
committed them to prison.

John 13:31-35

When Judas had left the supper to go and betray Jesus, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, | am
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now |
say to you, “Where | am going, you cannot come.” | give you a hew commandment,
that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’



