
Bible Readings & Prayers – 17th July, 2022!!
The Collect for the 5th Sunday after Trinity  !
Almighty God,

send down upon your Church

the riches of your Spirit,

and kindle in all who minister the gospel

your countless gifts of grace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
!
Acts 16:22-34 !
The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 
stripped and beaten with rods. After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into 
prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. When he received these 
orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.
!
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s 
chains came loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”
!
The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought 
them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
!
They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of 
the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his 
household were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 
he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.


!
Mark 12:28-34 !
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given 
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
!
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There 
is no commandment greater than these.”
!
“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no 
other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your 
strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”
!
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.


