Bible Readings & Prayers — 24th July, 2022
The Collect for the 6th Sunday after Trinity

Creator God,

you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

1 John 3:16-20

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought
to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions
and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God
be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions
and in truth.

This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in
his presence: If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything.

Matt 3:1-6 & Mark 1:9-13

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who was
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.””

John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist.
His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem and all
Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized
by him in the Jordan River.

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn
open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven:
“You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased.”

At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended
him.



