
Bible Readings & Prayers – 31st July, 2022!!
The Collect for the 7th Sunday after Trinity  !
Generous God,

you give us gifts and make them grow:

though our faith is small as mustard seed,

make it grow to your glory

and the flourishing of your kingdom;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
!
Micah 6:6-8 !
‘With what shall I come before the Lord,

    and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings,

    with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

    with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;

    and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,

    and to walk humbly with your God?
!
Mark 6:30-46 !
The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. Then, 
because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, 
he said to them, ‘Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.’
!
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many who saw them 
leaving recognised them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.
!
By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. ‘This is a remote place,’ they 
said, ‘and it’s already very late. Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.’
!
But he answered, ‘You give them something to eat.’
!
They said to him, ‘That would take more than half a year’s wages[a]! Are we to go and spend 
that much on bread and give it to them to eat?’
!
‘How many loaves do you have?’ he asked. ‘Go and see.’
!
When they found out, they said, ‘Five – and two fish.’
!
Then Jesus told them to make all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So they 
sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking 
up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to 
distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. They all ate and were 
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 
The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.
!
Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, 
while he dismissed the crowd. After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.


