Bible Readings & Prayers - 25th September, 2022

The Collect for Dedication Sunday

Almighty God,

To whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer:
We praise you for the many blessings

You have given to those who worship you here

And we pray that all we who seek you in this place,

and via the ministry from this place on line, may find you,
and being filled with the Holy Spirit,

may become a living temple acceptable to you;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

1 Timothy 6:6-19

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will
be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love
of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, | charge you to keep the
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of
kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light,
whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen.

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything
for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to
share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that
they may take hold of the life that really is life.

Luke 15:11-32

Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,
“Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in

need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were
eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of
my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! | will
get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.’” So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him



and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the
son said to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy
to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,
“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and
began to plead with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years | have been
working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never
given me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of
yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf
for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.”™



