
Bible Readings & Prayers – 15th January, 2023 

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Epiphany 

Almighty God,

in Christ you make all things new:

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,

and in the renewal of our lives

make known your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


Psalm 51:1-12 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence  
    and blameless when you pass judgement. 
Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me.
You desire truth in the inward being; 
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing spirit.

Matthew 5:1-12 



When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:


‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.


‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.


‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.


‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.


‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.


‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.


‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.


‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



