
Bible Readings & Prayers – 5th February, 2023 

The Collect for the Third Sunday before Lent 

Eternal God,

whose Son went among the crowds

and brought healing with his touch:

help us to show his love,

in your Church as we gather together;

and by our lives as they are transformed

into the image of Christ our Lord.

Amen.


Psalm 24:1-10 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 
    the world, and all who live in it; 
for he founded it on the seas 
    and established it on the waters.
Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?  
    Who may stand in his holy place?  
The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
    who does not trust in an idol  
    or swear by a false god.
They will receive blessing from the Lord  
    and vindication from God their Saviour. 
Such is the generation of those who seek him, 
    who seek your face, God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, you gates; 
    be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
    that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory?  
    The Lord strong and mighty, 
    the Lord mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, you gates; 
    lift them up, you ancient doors, 
    that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is he, this King of glory?  
    The Lord Almighty— 
    he is the King of glory.

Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:


‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.




‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.


‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.


‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.


‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.


‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.


‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.


‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.


‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



