Bible Readings & Prayers - 26th March, 2023
Words as we present a symbol of the cross: a crown of thorns

Our God is a king of love, by living in compassion, by living in truth, by
living in justice, God restores us:
ALL: Saviour, we offer you love and worship.

The Collect for Passiontide Sunday

Gracious Father,

you gave up your Son

out of love for the world:

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Acts 2:42-47

The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders
and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and

generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Luke 22:13b-20

The disciples prepared the Passover meal. When the hour came, Jesus took his place
at the table, and the apostles with him. He said to them, ‘| have eagerly desired to eat
this Passover with you before | suffer; for | tell you, | will not eat it until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this
and divide it among yourselves; for | tell you that from now on | will not drink of the fruit
of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup after
supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”



