Bible Readings & Prayers - 2nd April, 2023

The Collect for Palm Sunday

True and humble king,

hailed by the crowd as Messiah:

grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you

on the way of the cross,

which is the path of glory.

Amen.

The Palm Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and
a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord
needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through
the prophet, saying,

‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that
followed were shouting,

‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven?’
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were saying,
‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

John 6:48-58

I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that
comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. | am the living bread that came down from
heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the bread that | will give for the life of the world is
my flesh.’

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus
said to them, ‘Very truly, | tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have
no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and | will raise them up on the
last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
abide in me, and | in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever
eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’



