Bible Readings & Prayers — 21st May, 2023

The Collect for 7th Sunday of Easter

Risen, ascended Lord,

as we rejoice at your triumph,

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin

may find forgiveness and know your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Acts 15:1-12,19

Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers,
‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be

saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them,
Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to
discuss this question with the apostles and the elders. So they were sent on their way
by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported
the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the believers. When they
came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some believers who
belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, ‘It is necessary for them to be
circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.’

The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After there had been
much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, ‘My brothers, you know that in the early
days God made a choice among you, that | should be the one through whom the
Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers. And God,
who knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he
did to us; and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between
them and us. Now therefore why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck
of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear? On
the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just
as they will.’

The whole assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all
the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they
finished speaking, James replied, “| have reached the decision that we should not
make it difficult for those Gentiles who are turning to God.”

John 17:1-11

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And



this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom
you have sent. | glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had in your presence
before the world existed.

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me | have
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that | came from you;
and they have believed that you sent me. | am asking on their behalf; | am not asking
on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have been glorified in them. And
now | am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be
one, as we are one.



