Bible Readings & Prayers — 12th November, 2023

The Collect for Remembrance Sunday

God, our refuge and strength,

bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,

that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

1 Thessalonians 4:9-18

Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves
have been taught by God to love each other. And in fact, you do love all of God’s family
throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and

more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You should mind your own
business and work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win
the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of humankind, who have no hope. For we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with
Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him... The Lord himself will come down from
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise... And so we will be with the

Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

John 15:9-17
As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love.

If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love.

| have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my
friends if you do what | command.

| no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have
made known to you.

You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will
give you.

This is my command: Love each other.



