Bible Readings & Prayers — 18th February, 2024

Words as we present a symbol of the cross: the cup of suffering

As Jesus put the needs of the world before his own, let us seek to lay our
selfishness aside for the sake of others. Lord we offer you thanksgiving
and praise:

ALL: Saviour, we offer you love and worship.

The Collect for the First Sunday of Lent

Heavenly Father,

your Son battled with the powers of darkness,

and grew closer to you in the desert:

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father

John 13:1-17

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon



Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are
you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what | am doing,
but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘“You will never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, ‘Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him,
‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, ‘One who
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And

you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this
reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he
said to them, ‘Do you know what | have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—
and you are right, for that is what | am. So if |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have set you an example,
that you also should do as | have done to you. Very truly, | tell you, servants are not
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.



