Bible Readings & Prayers — 10th March, 2024

The Collect for Mothering Sunday

God of love,

passionate and strong,

tender and careful:

watch over us and hold us

all the days of our life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

1 Corinthians 13:4-13

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing,
but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things.

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an

end. When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a
child; when | became an adult, | put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now | know only in part; then | will know
fully, even as | have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these
three; and the greatest of these is love.

John 15:5-17

| am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit
and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. | have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you
do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer, because the

servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because
| have made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you
these commands so that you may love one another.



