
Bible Readings & Prayers – 24th March, 2024 (Palm Sunday)

The Collect for Palm Sunday 

True and humble king,

hailed by the crowd as Messiah:

grant us the faith to know you and love you,

that we may be found beside you

on the way of the cross,

which is the path of glory.

Amen.


Mark 11:1-11 

When Jesus and the disciples were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, 
‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied 
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, 
“Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.”’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. 
As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, 
untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take 
it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that 
they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed 
shouted,


‘Hosanna! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.


Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
    triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
    and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 
    and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth.



As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
    today I declare that I will restore to you double.

John 17:1-5, 13-23

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And 
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 
before the world existed.

But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may 
have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 
from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 
they also may be sanctified in truth.

‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory 
that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in 
them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may 
know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.


