Bible Readings & Prayers — 14th April, 2024
The Collect for 3rd Sunday of Easter

Risen Christ,

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life

and fill us with your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Acts 16:16-34

Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who
had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for
her owners by fortune-telling. She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These
men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” She
kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and
said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ | command you to come out of her!” At
that moment the spirit left her.

When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. They
brought them before the magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing
our city into an uproar by advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or
practice.”

The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered
them to be stripped and beaten with rods. After they had been severely flogged, they
were thrown into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. When
he received these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the
stocks.

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other
prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that
the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and
everyone’s chains came loose. The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!”

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your
household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his
house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then
immediately he and all his household were baptized. The jailer brought them into his
house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to
believe in God—he and his whole household.



Luke 24:36-48

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, “Peace be with you.”

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why
are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my
feet. It is | myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you
see | have.”

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not
believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here
to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their
presence.

He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told

them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.



