Bible Readings & Prayers — 12th May, 2024

The Collect for 7th Sunday of Easter

Risen, ascended Lord,

as we rejoice at your triumph,

fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin

may find forgiveness and know your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Acts 25:6-12

After spending eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The next day he
convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. When Paul came in, the
Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood round him. They brought many serious
charges against him, but they could not prove them.

Then Paul made his defence: ‘| have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or against the
temple or against Caesar.’

Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favour, said to Paul, ‘Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem
and stand trial before me there on these charges?’

Paul answered: ‘Il am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not
done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. If, however, | am guilty of doing
anything deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by
these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. | appeal to Caesar!’

After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: ‘You have appealed to Caesar. To
Caesar you will go!’

John 17:6-19

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave
them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given
me comes from you. For | gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They
knew with certainty that | came from you, and they believed that you sent me. | pray for them. |
am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All | have is
yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the
world no longer, but they are still in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy Father, protect
them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are
one. While | was with them, | protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me.
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.

“l am coming to you now, but | say these things while | am still in the world, so that they may
have the full measure of my joy within them. | have given them your word and the world has
hated them, for they are not of the world any more than | am of the world. My prayer is not that
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the
world, even as | am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into
the world, | have sent them into the world. For them | sanctify myself, that they too may be truly
sanctified.



