
Bible Readings & Prayers – 8th December, 2024 

Advent Candle Prayer 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,

The prophets said you would bring peace

And save your people in trouble.

Give peace in our hearts at Christmas

And show all the world God’s love.

Amen.


Watching, waiting, help us to be ready for you Jesus. Amen.


The Collect for Second Sunday of Advent 

Almighty God,

purify our hearts and minds,

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour

we may be ready to receive him,

who is our Lord and our God.

Amen. 


Isaiah 11:1-9 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord  
    as the waters cover the sea.



Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went 
into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
And all people will see God’s salvation.’”


