
Bible Readings & Prayers – 15th December, 2024 

Advent Candle Prayer 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,

John told the people to prepare,

For you were very near.

As Christmas grows closer day by day,

Help us to be ready to welcome you now.

Amen.

Watching, waiting, help us to be ready for you Jesus. Amen.


The Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent 

God for whom we watch and wait,

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:

give us courage to speak the truth,

to hunger for justice,

and to suffer for the cause of right,

with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.


Revelation 13:1-17

I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten 
crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. The beast I saw 
resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a 
lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. One of 
the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had 
been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast. People 
worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also 
worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?”

The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its 
authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander 
his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. It was given power to 
wage war against God’s holy people and to conquer them. And it was given authority 
over every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants of the earth will worship 
the beast—all whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the 
Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.

Whoever has ears, let them hear.

“If anyone is to go into captivity, 
    into captivity they will go. 
If anyone is to be killed with the sword, 
    with the sword they will be killed.”
This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people.



Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it 
spoke like a dragon. It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and 
made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been 
healed. And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to 
the earth in full view of the people. Because of the signs it was given power to perform 
on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to 
set up an image in honour of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet 
lived. The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, 
so that the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be 
killed. It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to 
receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, so that they could not buy or 
sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its 
name.

Luke 3:7-14

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you 
that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The axe is already at 
the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire.”

“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.

John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, 
and anyone who has food should do the same.”

Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”

“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.

Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 
pay.”


