
Bible Readings & Prayers – 12th January, 2025 

The Collect for the Baptism of Jesus 

Heavenly Father,

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:

may we recognise him as our Lord

and know ourselves to be your beloved children;

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Amen.


Acts 8:14-17 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of 
them; they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and 
John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.


Luke 3:3, 15-16, 21-22 

John the Baptist went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.


As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, ‘I baptise you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 


Now when all the people were baptised, and when Jesus also had been baptised and 
was praying, heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with 
you I am well pleased.’


