Bible Readings & Prayers - 9th March, 2025

Words as we present a symbol of the cross: the cup of suffering

As Jesus put the needs of the world before his own, let us seek to lay our
selfishness aside for the sake of others. Lord we offer you thanksgiving
and praise:

ALL: Saviour, we offer you love and worship.

The Collect for the First Sunday of Lent

Heavenly Father,

your Son battled with the powers of darkness,

and grew closer to you in the desert:

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Romans 10:8b-13

‘The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,’ that is, the message
concerning faith that we proclaim: if you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess
your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, ‘Anyone who believes in him will never be
put to shame.’ For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same Lord is
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.’

Luke 4:1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during
those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.’
Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Man shall not live on bread alone.”

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of
the world. And he said to him, ‘I will give you all their authority and splendour; it has
been given to me, and | can give it to anyone | want to. If you worship me, it will all be
yours.’

Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. ‘If
you are the Son of God,” he said, ‘throw yourself down from here. For it is written:



“He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

Jesus answered, ‘It is said: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”

When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.



