Bible Readings 10t May, 2020

Acts 19:1, 13-20, 23-29a

Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus.

13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the
name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would
say, ‘In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, | command you to come
out.’ " Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 1> One
day the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus | know, and Paul | know about, but
who are you?’ 1® Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and
overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the
house naked and bleeding.

7 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they
were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high
honour. '8 Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed
what they had done. '® A number who had practised sorcery brought their
scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of
the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the
word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.

23 After two years, when Paul was preparing to leave Ephesus there arose a
great disturbance about the Way. 24 A silversmith named Demetrius, who
made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in a lot of business for the craftsmen
there. 25 He called them together, along with the workers in related trades,
and said: “You know, my friends, that we receive a good income from this
business. 26 And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and
led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the
whole province of Asia. He says that gods made by human hands are no
gods at all. 2’ There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name,
but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited; and
the goddess herself, who is worshipped throughout the province of Asia and
the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty.’

28 When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: ‘Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!’ 2° Soon the whole city was in an uproar.



John 14:1-14

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God"; believe also in

me.2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have
told you that | am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you
also may be where | am. 4 You know the way to the place where | am going.’

Jesus the way to the Father

5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can
we know the way?’

6 Jesus answered, ‘| am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know™ my
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.’

8 Philip said, ‘Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.’

9 Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after | have been among
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, “Show us the Father”? 1 Don’t you believe that | am in the
Father, and that the Father is in me? The words | say to you | do not speak
on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his
work. 11 Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in me;
or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 2 Very truly | tell
you, whoever believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and they
will do even greater things than these, because | am going to the

Father. 1* And | will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. ' You may ask me for anything in my name, and | will
do it.



