Bible Readings & Prayers - Sunday 27" December, 2020

The Collect for the 1st Sunday of Christmas

Almighty God,

who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us

through your Son Jesus Christ:

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Galatians 4:4-7

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, °to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption as children. ® Because
you are his children, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls

out, ‘“Abba, Father.’ ” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his
child, God has made you also an heir.

Luke 2:15-21

®When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.’

'®So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. " When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child, ®*and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to
them. " But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. * The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name
the angel had given him before he was conceived.



