Bible Readings & Prayers - Sunday 10th January, 2021

The Collect for the Baptism of Christ

Heavenly Father,

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognise him as our Lord

and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Amen.

1 Corinthians 12:12-26

Just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 3 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

% Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. ' If the foot were to say,
‘Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a part
of the body. "® And if the ear were to say, ‘Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. ' If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell
be? "® But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he

chose. " If all were a single member, where would the body be? ?’ As it is, there are many
members, yet one body. 2! The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again
the head to the feet, ‘| have no need of you.’ 2 On the contrary, the members of the body that
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we think less
honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members are treated with
greater respect; 24 \whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so
arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, 5 that there may be no
dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26 |f
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together
with it.

Mark1:4-11

John the baptizer appeared. in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. *And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. ® Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and
he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than | is
coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. | have
baptized you with. water; but he will baptize you with. the Holy Spirit.’



°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. " And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. " And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.’



