Bible Readings & Prayers - Sunday 14" March, 2021

Prayer for Mothering Sunday

Loving God,

Thank you for mothers

and for all the joy of family life.

Be with those who are grieving

because they have no mother;

Be close to those who are struggling

because they have no children;

Be near to those who are sad

because they are far apart from those they love.
Let your love be present in every home,

and help your church be a people of comfort and hope.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the
God of all comfort, *who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. °For just as we share abundantly in
the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. ®If we are distressed, it is
for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in
you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. ” And our hope for you is firm,
because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

John 10:7-15

Jesus said, ‘Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. °| am the gate. Whoever enters by
me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

‘] am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. * The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. ** The hired hand
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. "1 am the good shepherd. |
know my own and my own know me, "just as the Father knows me and | know the Father.
And | lay down my life for the sheep.”



