
Bible Readings & Prayers – Sunday 18th April, 2021 
 

 
The Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter 
 
Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 

Acts 3:11-21 
 

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called 
Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished. 12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You 
Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power 
or piety we had made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14 But you rejected 
the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his 
name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that 
is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

17 “And now, friends,[e] I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this way 
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 
suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 20 so that 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the 
Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, 21 who must remain in heaven until the time of 
universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy prophets.  

 
John 21:15-25 
 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell 
you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you 
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten 
a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who 
had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray 
you?” 21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” 22 Jesus said to him, 



“If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!” 23 So the rumour 
spread in the community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he 
would not die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 

24 This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know that 
his testimony is true. 25 But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of 
them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that 
would be written. 

 


