Bible Readings & Prayers - Sunday 9th May, 2021

The Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter

Risen Christ,

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples:
help your Church to obey your command

and draw the nations to the fire of your love,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

1 John 4:16-21

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. ' Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. *®* There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in
love. ' We love because he first loved us. * Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their
brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. ' The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

John 15:9-17

As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. " If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in his love. ' | have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete.

24This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. *No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. " You are my friends if you do
what | command you. **| do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made known to
you everything that | have heard from my Father. ' You did not choose me but | chose you.
And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.



