Bible Readings & Prayers — Sunday 1st August 2021

The Collect for the 9th Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God,

who sent your Holy Spirit

to be the life and light of your Church:

open our hearts to the riches of your grace,

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit

in love and joy and peace;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

James 1:19-27

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce
the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that
is so prevalent, and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone
who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his
face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what
he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom and
continues in it — not forgetting what they have heard but doing it — they will be blessed
in what they do.

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their
tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

John 6:24-35

Once the crowd realised that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into
the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, ‘Rabbi, when did
you get here?’

Jesus answered, ‘Very truly | tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the
signs | performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for
food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.’



Then they asked him, ‘What must we do to do the works God requires?’

Jesus answered, ‘The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.’

So they asked him, ‘What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you?
What will you do? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: “He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.”

Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly | tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’

‘Sir,” they said, ‘always give us this bread.’

Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.



