Bible Readings & Prayers — Sunday 8th August 2021

The Collect for the 10th Sunday after Trinity

Lord of heaven and earth,

as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer,
give us patience and courage never to lose hope,

but always to bring our prayers before you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

James 2:1-10, 14-17

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly,
and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing
the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say,
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has
promised to those who love him? But you have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the
excellent name that was invoked over you?

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law
as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it.

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can
faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

John 6:35, 41-51

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came
down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father
and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘| have come down from heaven’?” Jesus
answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn
by the Father who sent me; and | will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the
prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the
Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he
has seen the Father. Very truly, | tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. | am the bread of
life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that
comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. | am the living bread that
came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that | will
give for the life of the world is my flesh.”



