
Bible Readings & Prayers – 3rd December, 2023

Advent Candle Prayer 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,

born in David’s city of Bethlehem,

born like him to be a king:

be born in our hearts at Christmas,

be king of our lives today.

Amen.


Watching, waiting, help us to be ready for you Jesus. Amen.


The Collect for First Sunday of Advent 

Almighty God,

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness

and to put on the armour of light,

now in the time of this mortal life,

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;

that on the last day,

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty

to judge the living and the dead,

we may rise to the life immortal;

through him who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


Isaiah 60:1-5

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
See, darkness covers the earth  
    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the Lord rises upon you  
    and his glory appears over you. 
Nations will come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
“Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
    All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
Then you will look and be radiant, 
    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
    to you the riches of the nations will come.



John 1: 1-9

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not 
the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.


