Bible Readings & Prayers — 20th February, 2022

The Collect for the Second Sunday before Lent

Almighty God,

you have created the heavens and the earth

and made us in your own image:

teach us to discern your hand in all your works

and your likeness in all your children;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever.

Amen.

1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 35-44a, 50-58

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also
through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in
turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.

But someone will ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they
come?’ How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. When you
sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of
something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of
seed he gives its own body. Not all flesh is the same: people have one kind of flesh,
animals have another, birds another and fish another. There are also heavenly bodies
and there are earthly bodies; but the splendour of the heavenly bodies is one kind,
and the splendour of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendour,
the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendour.

So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is
raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.

| declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, | tell you a mystery:
we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed - in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable,
and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come
true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’

‘Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?’

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.



Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the
Lord is not in vain.

Luke 8:22-25

One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So
they got into a boat and set out. As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on
the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.

The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we’re going to drown!’

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all
was calm. ‘Where is your faith?’ he asked his disciples.

In fear and amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this? He commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him.’



