Compline Bible Readings - Tuesday 12th April, 2022

Psalm 27

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall | be afraid?

2 When evildoers assail me
to devour my flesh—

my adversaries and foes—
they shall stumble and fall.

3 Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;

though war rise up against me,
yet | will be confident.

4 One thing | asked of the Lord,
that will | seek after:

to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,

to behold the beauty of the Lord,
and to inquire in his temple.

5 For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock.

6 Now my head is lifted up
above my enemies all around me,

and | will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;

| will sing and make melody to the Lord.

7 Hear, O Lord, when | cry aloud,
be gracious to me and answer me!

8 ‘Come,” my heart says, ‘seek his face!’
Your face, Lord, do | seek.

9 Do not hide your face from me.

Do not turn your servant away in anger,
you who have been my help.

Do not cast me off, do not forsake me,

O God of my salvation!

10 If my father and mother forsake me,
the Lord will take me up.

11 Teach me your way, O Lord,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.

12 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries,
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they are breathing out violence.

13 | believe that | shall see the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living.

14 Wait for the Lord;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!

Mark 14:43-15:15

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there
was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one | will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead



him away under guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!’ and
kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near
drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to
them, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though | were a bandit? Day
after day | was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the
scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled.

A certain young man was following him, wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of
him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were
assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest;
and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the
whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found
none. For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. Some
stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, ‘We heard him say, “I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and in three days | will build another, not made with hands.”’
But even on this point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up before
them and asked Jesus, ‘Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?’ But he
was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Messiah, the Son
of the Blessed One?’ Jesus said, ‘I am; and “you will see the Son of Man seated at the right
hand of the Power”, and “coming with the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, ‘Why do we still need witnesses? You have
heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?’ All of them condemned him as deserving death.
Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying to him, ‘Prophesy!” The
guards also took him over and beat him.

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by.
When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus,
the man from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, ‘I do not know or understand what you are
talking about.” And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl,
on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, ‘This man is one of them.’ But again he
denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are one of
them; for you are a Galilean.” But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know this
man you are talking about.” At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter
remembered that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three
times.” And he broke down and wept.

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate
asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.” Then the chief
priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how
many charges they bring against you.’” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was
amazed.

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now
a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the
insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his
custom. Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke
to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’
They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they
shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas
for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.



