
Bible Readings & Prayers – 22nd May, 2022!!!
The Collect for 6th Sunday of Easter !
God our redeemer,

you have delivered us from the power of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen.
!!
Acts 8:26-39 !
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there 
was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge 
of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated 
in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this 
chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 
‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides 
me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that 
he was reading was this:
!
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,

    and like a lamb silent before its shearer,

        so he does not open his mouth.

 In his humiliation justice was denied him.

    Who can describe his generation?

        For his life is taken away from the earth.’
!
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 
his way rejoicing. 
!!
John 5:1-9 !
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in 
Hebrew Bethesda, which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and 
paralysed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him 
lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to be 
made well?’ The sick man answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 
water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ At once the man was made well, and 
he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath.


