Bible Readings & Prayers - 4th September, 2022
The Collect for the 12th Sunday after Trinity

God of constant mercy,

who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Jeremiah 18:1-10

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: ‘Come, go down to the potter’s house, and
there | will let you hear my words.” So | went down to the potter’s house, and there he was
working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and
he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.

Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can | not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this
potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand,
O house of Israel. At one moment | may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that | will
pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which | have spoken,
turns from its evil, | will change my mind about the disaster that | intended to bring on it. And
at another moment | may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant
it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then | will change my mind about the
good that | had intended to do to it.

Luke 8:4-15

When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to Jesus, he said in a
parable: ‘A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell on the path and was
trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it
withered for lack of moisture. Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked
it. Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he
called out, ‘Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’

Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, ‘To you it has been given to
know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to others | speak in parables, so that

“looking they may not perceive,
and listening they may not understand.”

‘Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones on the path are those who
have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may
not believe and be saved. The ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word,
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe only for a while and in a time of testing
fall away. As for what fell among the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but as they go on
their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does
not mature. But as for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance.



