
Bible Readings & Prayers – 19th February, 2023 

The Collect for the Last Sunday before Lent 

Almighty Father,

whose Son was revealed in majesty

before he suffered death upon the cross:

give us grace to perceive his glory,

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


2 Timothy 3:10-17 

Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my suffering the things that 
happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet the 
Lord rescued me from all of them. Indeed, all who want to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted. But wicked people and impostors will go from bad to worse, 
deceiving others and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have 
learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and how from 
childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who 
belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.


Luke 2:8-15 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’


