Bible Readings & Prayers - 26th February, 2023
Words as we present a symbol of the cross: the cup of suffering

As Jesus put the needs of the world before his own, let us seek to lay our
selfishness aside for the sake of others. Lord we offer you thanksgiving
and praise:

ALL: Saviour, we offer you love and worship.

The Collect for the First Sunday of Lent

Heavenly Father,

your Son battled with the powers of darkness,

and grew closer to you in the desert:

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love

in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

1 John 1:8-2:2

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world.

Luke 15:1-10

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.’

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that
is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and

rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours,
saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, |
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous people who need no repentance.

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she
calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for | have found
the coin that | had lost.” Just so, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner who repents.’



