Bible Readings & Prayers - 19th March, 2023

The Collect for Mothering Sunday

God of love,

passionate and strong,

tender and careful:

watch over us and hold us

all the days of our life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Ephesians 1:15-19; 3:14-19

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have
received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in
love.

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with
every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other,
just as in Christ God forgave you. Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved
children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for

us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Luke 13:31-35

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go
somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”

He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘| will keep on driving out demons and healing people
today and tomorrow, and on the third day | will reach my goal.’ In any case, | must
press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside
Jerusalem!

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often | have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, and you were not willing. Look, your house is left to you desolate. | tell you,
you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.”



