
Bible Readings for Maundy Thursday – 6th April, 2023 

John 13:36-38; 18:15-18, 25-27 

Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus answered, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot follow me now; but you will follow afterwards.’ Peter said to him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow 
you now? I will lay down my life for you.’ Jesus answered, ‘Will you lay down your life for me? Very 
truly, I tell you, before the cock crows, you will have denied me three times.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high priest, 
he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was standing outside at the 
gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who 
guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, ‘You are not also one of this 
man’s disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal 
fire because it was cold, and they were standing round it and warming themselves. Peter also was 
standing with them and warming himself.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, ‘You are not also one of his 
disciples, are you?’ He denied it and said, ‘I am not.’ One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative 
of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, ‘Did I not see you in the garden with him?’ Again 
Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

Luke 22:7-13

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat 
it.’ They asked him, ‘Where do you want us to make preparations for it?’ ‘Listen,’ he said to them, 
‘when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him into the 
house he enters and say to the owner of the house, “The teacher asks you, ‘Where is the guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’” He will show you a large room upstairs, 
already furnished. Make preparations for us there.’ So they went and found everything as he had 
told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

Matthew 26:36-46

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.’ He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to 
be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 
and stay awake with me.’ And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, 
‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.’ Then 
he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So, could you not stay 
awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’ Again he went away for the second time and prayed, 
‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.’ Again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third 
time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.’



