
Bible Readings & Prayers – 18th June, 2023

The Collect for the 2nd Sunday after Trinity  

Lord, you have taught us

that all our doings without love are nothing worth:

send your Holy Spirit

and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love,

the true bond of peace and of all virtues,

without which whoever lives is counted dead before you.

Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake,

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.


Amos 7:10-17

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has 
conspired against you in the very centre of the house of Israel; the land is not able to 
bear all his words. For thus Amos has said,

“Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
    and Israel must go into exile  
    away from his land.”’
And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 
bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.’

Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
herdsman, and a dresser of sycomore trees, and the Lord took me from following the 
flock, and the Lord said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”

‘Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. 
You say, “Do not prophesy against Israel, 
    and do not preach against the house of Isaac.” 
Therefore, thus says the Lord: 
“Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, 
    and your land shall be parcelled out by line; 
you yourself shall die in an unclean land, 
    and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.”’

Matt 9:35-10:8

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 



‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out labourers into his harvest.’

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You 
received without payment; give without payment.


