Bible Readings & Prayers — 25th June, 2023
The Collect for the 3rd Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God,

You have broken the tyranny of sin

And have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father:
Give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service,

That we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God;
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

Who is alive and reigns with you,

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,

One God, now and for ever.

Amen

Malachi 3:1-7

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day
of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

Then | will draw near to you for judgement; | will be swift to bear witness against the
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who
oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those
who thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.

For | the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not
perished. Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you, says
the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’

Matthew 10:24-31

‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough for the
disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household!

‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. What | say to you in the dark, tell in the
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground unperceived by your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all

counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.



