
Bible Readings & Prayers – 9th July, 2023

The Collect for the 5th Sunday after Trinity  

Almighty God,

send down upon your Church

the riches of your Spirit,

and kindle in all who minister the gospel

your countless gifts of grace;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.


Jonah 4:1-11

God’s compassion on the city of Nineveh was very displeasing to Jonah, and he 
became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I 
was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew 
that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from 
me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be 
angry?’ Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become 
of the city.

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over 
his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 
bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the 
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. 
He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’

But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, 
‘Yes, angry enough to die.’ Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 
perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know 
their right hand from their left, and also many animals?’

Matthew 11:25-30

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’


