Bible Readings & Prayers — 16th July, 2023

The Collect for the 6th Sunday after Trinity

Creator God,

you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Isaiah 58:6-11

Is not this the fast that | choose:

to loose the bonds of injustice,

to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,

and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,

and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,

and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,

and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,

the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;

you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am.
If you remove the yoke from among you,

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness

and your gloom be like the noonday.
The Lord will guide you continually,

and satisfy your needs in parched places,

and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,

like a spring of water,

whose waters never fail.

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23

Jesus said: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path,
and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what
was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the



cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’



