
Bible Readings & Prayers – 22nd October, 2023

The Collect for the 20th Sunday after Trinity

God, the giver of life,
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church:
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ
and make us eager to do your will,
that we may share with the whole creation
the joys of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Philippians 4:10-20

I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it. Not that I am 
referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know 
what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all 
circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of 
having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me. In any case, it was kind of you to share my distress.

You Philippians indeed know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you 
alone. For even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me help for my needs more than 
once. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that accumulates to your account. I 
have been paid in full and have more than enough; I am fully satisfied, now that I have 
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 
acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Matthew 22:15-22

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful 
to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are 
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And 
they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose 
title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ When 
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.


