
Bible Readings & Prayers – 25th February, 2024

Words as we present a symbol of the cross: 30 pieces of silver 

When we choose self-satisfaction, when we choose self-importance,

when we choose self-righteousness, we betray Christ’s trust. When we

fail to speak or act for Christ, we deny Him and only God’s boundless love

can rescue us: 

ALL: Saviour, we offer you love and worship.


The Collect for the Second Sunday of Lent 

Almighty God,

by the prayer and discipline of Lent

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings,

and by following in his Way

come to share in his glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.


1 John 1:5-2:2

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we 
are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as 
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.

John 13:18-30, 36-8

I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfil the 
scripture, “The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.” I tell you this 
now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am he. Very 
truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives 
me receives him who sent me.’

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of 
you will betray me.’ The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 
speaking. One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to 
him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was 



speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the 
dish.’ So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to 
him, ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’ Now no one at the table knew why he said 
this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was 
telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he should give something to the 
poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus answered, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow afterwards.’ Peter said to him, 
‘Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.’ Jesus answered, 
‘Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock crows, you will 
have denied me three times.


