Bible Readings & Prayers — 17th March, 2024
Words as we present a symbol of the cross: a crown of thorns

Our God is a king of love, by living in compassion, by living in truth, by
living in justice, God restores us:
ALL: Saviour, we offer you love and worship.

The Collect for Passiontide Sunday

Gracious Father,

you gave up your Son

out of love for the world:

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that | will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write
it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they
teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their
sin no more.

John 16:16-24, 32-33

‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me.” Then
some of his disciples said to one another, ‘What does he mean by saying to us, “A little while,
and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me”; and “Because |
am going to the Father”?’ They said, ‘What does he mean by this “a little while”? We do not
know what he is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them,
‘Are you discussing among yourselves what | meant when | said, “A little while, and you will no
longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me”? Very truly, | tell you, you will
weep and mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into

joy. When a woman is in labour, she has pain, because her hour has come. But when her child
is born, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human
being into the world. So you have pain now; but | will see you again, and your hearts will
rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. On that day you will ask nothing of me. Very
truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now
you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be
complete.

The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each one to his home,
and you will leave me alone. Yet | am not alone because the Father is with me. | have said this
to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take
courage; | have conquered the world!’



