
Bible Readings & Prayers – 28th April, 2024

The Collect for 5th Sunday of Easter

Risen Christ,

your wounds declare your love for the world

and the wonder of your risen life:

give us compassion and courage

to risk ourselves for those we serve,

to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.


Acts 18:1-17

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, and because he 
was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. Every Sabbath he 
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.

When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. But when they opposed 
Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your 
blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a 
worshiper of God. Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in 
the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized.

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do 
not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I 
have many people in this city.” So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching 
them the word of God.

John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain 
in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 
fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples.


