Bible Readings & Prayers — 16th June, 2024
The Collect for the 3rd Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God,

You have broken the tyranny of sin

And have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father:
Give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service,

That we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God;
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

Who is alive and reigns with you,

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,

One God, now and for ever.

Amen

Genesis 3:1-13

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?”

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God
did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you
must not touch it, or you will die.”

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.”

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the

eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together

and made coverings for themselves.

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”

He answered, “l heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so |
hid.”

And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that |
commanded you not to eat from?”

The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the
tree, and | ate it.”

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”



Mark 2:1-12

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had
come home. They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not
even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing
to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus
because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging
through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith,
he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does
this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their
hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to
say to this paralyzed man, “Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat
and walk’? But | want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got
up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and
they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”



