Bible Readings & Prayers — 29th September, 2024
The Collect for Dedication Sunday

Almighty God,

To whose glory we celebrate the dedication of this house of prayer:
We praise you for the many blessings

You have given to those who worship you here

And we pray that all we who seek you in this place,

and via the ministry from this place on line, may find you,
and being filled with the Holy Spirit,

may become a living temple acceptable to you;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

James 5:13-20

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs
of praise. Is anyone among you ill? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith
will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will
be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.

Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain,
and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again he prayed, and the
heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.

My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone
should bring that person back, remember this: whoever turns a sinner from the error of
their way will save them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

Mark 9:38-50

‘Teacher,’ said John, ‘we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told
him to stop, because he was not one of us.’

‘Do not stop him,” Jesus said. ‘For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the
next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us. Truly |
tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the
Messiah will certainly not lose their reward.

‘If anyone causes one of these little ones — those who believe in me — to stumble, it
would be better for them if a large millstone were hung round their neck and they were
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes

out. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life
crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to



stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than

to have two eyes and be thrown into hell, where

“the worms that eat them do not die,
and the fire is not quenched.”

Everyone will be salted with fire.

‘Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt
among yourselves, and be at peace with each other.’



